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INTRODUCTION 

Asansol, the second largest city in West 

Bengal. The total population of Asansol had increased 
approximately seven times in the last sixty years, and the 
geographical extent expanded over 20 times. The city had 
undergone economic functional changes-mainly from a 
mining and transport town to an economically complex 
city.1 It was confronted with growth imbalance due to 
over concentration of economic resources which had 
resulted in a stratified society with poor people residing in 
slums.2  
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Asansol slum dwellers lacked quality life and were 
engulfed with challenges in health care and other basic 
amenities. It had been widely observed that eye health 
was important for overall well-being, and eye care 
services for prevention and treatment of vision disorders. 
There was increasing blindness rate which highlighted 
need for early detection along with inclusive wide 
coverage. It was crucial to note that there were urban-
rural disparities in eye care utilization, which should be 
analysed.3 Since, implementation of healthcare 
interventions was determined by multiple factors 
including the organisational context, implementation 
strategies and features of the intervention as perceived by 
multiple stakeholders, it was pertinent to map and assess 
eye heath care needs and demands of the people in 
Asansol.4 Despite the proximity of urban health facilities, 
urban poor encounter substantial barriers in accessing 
essential healthcare services. These challenges arose from 
factors such as overcrowding, increased healthcare costs, 
and deficiencies within the urban public health system.  

The data about the prevalence of ocular comorbidities in 
underserved areas like urban slums can be used to update 
and strategize eye health-care delivery models for out-of-
school children.5 Overall, addressing eye health care in 
urban slums was not only a matter of public health but 
also a step toward equity, and well-being. Problems of 
slums in Asansol-Burnpur required a multifaceted 
approach involving government agencies, NGOs, and 
community efforts.6  

A feasibility study for eye health in Asansol was essential 
for laying the groundwork for effective interventions that 
addressed the specific challenges faced by communities 
in accessing and receiving quality eye care services. It 
could play a vital role in ensuring that efforts are targeted, 
sustainable, and impactful in improving eye health 
outcomes for all segments of the population.  

The purpose of this study was to gather essential data, 
analyse market dynamics, and provide recommendations 
to support informed decision-making for the 
implementation of urban eye care services in the urban 
slum areas within the Asansol Municipal Corporation. 
Broad objective of the study is t
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